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‘ew defign of informing the Curious, by 
a kind of Journal, of what paffes from 
cime to time in the Republic of Letters, is fo 
univerfally approved, that it is needlefs to fay 
any thing here in favour of it. The firft Effay 
of this nature was the Fournal des Scavans, 
which was publifhed in 1665 by Mr. Sallo, Ec- 
clefiaftical Counfellor in the Parliament of Pa- 
ris ; and no fooner did it appear, but the learn- 
ed men of feveral nations, charmed with fo 
ifeful and fo agreeable a project, teftified their 
approbation of it, fome by tranflating, others 
by imitating his Journals. 

No country in the world furnifhes greater 
plenty of good materials for fuch a work than 
England, as there is none where arts and {ci- 
ences are cultivated with greater encourage- 
ment, or better fuccefs. Here the greateft men 
in the State, are often alfo the brighteft orna- 
ments of the Republic of Letters, and promote 
learning as much by their example, as by their 


protection, Where do we meet with fuch nox 
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ble foundations as in our Univerfities ? or where 
can a man ftudy with fo great advantages in 
every refpect ? And where can merit hope to be 
rewarded with better preferments, either in 
Church or State ? Nor can we, like other na- 
tions, complain of the want of liberty, which 
is the nurfing-mother of knowledge, and abfo- 
lutely neceflary both to the difcovery and pro- 
grefs of truth. Had Mi/ton lived in our days, 
he would have had no occafion for writing his 
treatife de Typographia liberanda ; for we are far 
enough from flavery in this refpect. Every man 
may think as he pleafes, and publith his fpeculative 
Opinions whatever they be, without the difficulty 
of obtaining a Licenfe from a partial or fuperfti- 
tious Cenfor, or ftanding in fear of an Inquifi- 
fition and an Auto da Fe. So mild is our Go- 
verment both in Church and State ; as being 
fully convinced of this maxim, That truth 
needs neither force nor artifice to fupport it. 

Tis to this happy liberty, both of confci- 
ence and the prefs, fo much envied by our 
neighbours, that we owe thofe many excellent 
books which are daily printed in England. ‘This 
has enabled us to make thofe difcoveries and 
improvements in almoft every part of kKnow- 
ledge, which have gained fo great a reputa- 
tion to the Englifh writers abroad, that our 
language is now ftudied by foreigners as a learn- 
ed one. No Englifhman can wifh this liberty 
abridged, but he who envies the glory of his 
country, and the advancement of learning and 
of truth. 

To this liberty we are alfo indebted for the 
free importation and ufe of foreign books, by 
means of which we reap the benefit of all the 


sinproyements made by the learned in every — 
O 











The PREFACE. iij 


of Europe. This renders fuch a Journal as I have 
been fpeaking of very ufeful, and almoft necef- 
fary to the curious, who cannot poffibly read, 
or even dip into all the new books that come 
out. 


The ingenious and learned Mr. La Roche, 
who for fome years paft has written the Memoirs 
of Literature with general applaufe, having 
thought fit to difcontinue that ufeful work, it 
was to be wifhed that fome perfon fufficiently 
qualified would have undertaken it : But as no 
other offered, rather than fee it drop entirely, I 
have ventured to fupply his place ; not perhaps 
without rafhnefs. 

And indeed, when I refleét upon the great 
number of very different and important fubjects 
I fhall be obliged to handle ; when I confider the 
judicioufnefs, the accuracy, and entertaining 
variety with which fome of the foreign Journals 
are written, I am afraid I have undertaken too 
hard a task ; and nothing could hinder me from 
throwing it up, but the hope that my readers 
are as fenfible of the difficulty of it as I am, and 
that they will be the more indulgent to me, efpe- 
cially in my firft attempts to pleafe them. 

Befides, fome of the foreign Journals are the 
Work of a Society ; and indeed it is hardly pol- 
fible that an undertaking of this nature fhould be 
well executed by a fingle hand. For which rea 
fon I intreat the affiftance of all thefe who with 
well to the progrefs of Learning, and beg they 
will favour me from time to time with extracts 
ef curious books, with fuch original pieces, 
and accounts of new inventions and machines, 
or any other improvements even in mechanical 
arts, as are fit to be communicated to the ay 
ick, 
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lick. In which cafe, I fhall either mention their 
names, or obferve a religious filence as they fhall 
defire. 

But I think it proper to declare beforehand, 
that I will have nothing to do with f{candal or 
fatyr, or whatever refle¢ts upon any one’s per- 
fon or reputation ; nor will I engage in any 
party quarrels. My remarks fhall be entirely 
confined to matters of learning and ingenuity ; 
in which I fhall endeavour to keep a due medi- 
um between abject flattery and rigid cenfure. 
Nor yet am I fo vain as to fet up for a 
judge. I thall indeed take the liberty now and 
then to give my own opinion, without any par- 
tiality ; but I defire it may always be looked up- 
on only as my private opinion. However, I fhall 
endeavour not to incur the juft difpleafure of 
any. 

‘And in order to avoid it, J fhall enter in- 
to no religious controverfies, any further than 
to give an impartial view of the arguments ufed 
on either fide of a queftion; and fo much I 
think I may and am obliged to do. 


Tros Rutulufve fuat, uulo difcrimine babebo, 


As to the reft of my Plan, ’tis pretey much 
the fame with that of the other Journalifts, 
which is fufficiently known. I fhall give ex- 
tracts of the moft curious and ufeful new books 
that appear either at home or abroad, with an 
account of the fubjeét, and the Author’s man-- 
ner of handling it; and thefe I fhail endeavour 
to diverfify as much as poffible. Nor will I 
negleét new editions of old tooks, efpecially 
when attended with additions, notes, correcti- 
ons, or any other particular advantages. And 
to fatisfy the curiofity of thofe who are defirous 


to know the ftate of learning more particularly, 
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I fhall at the end of every Journal give an ac- 
count how the preffes are employed both at 
home and abroad, according to the beft of my 
intelligence. I hope I fhall oblige the Public, 
by inferting al! fuch {mall pieces as are rare and 
valuable, to prevent (as far as I can) their be- 
ing loft. 

The Eloges of men that have been eminent 
in the Republic of Letters do alfo naturally be- 
long to a work of this kind : and ’tis hoped that 
when any fuch die, their friends will be fo good 
to us, and fo juft to their memories, as to fur- 
nifh us with accounts of their lives: a point in 
which we have hitherto been too negligent of 
the honour of our country. The learned of ali 
nations, and every man of our own, owe fo 
much refpect to the illuftrious name of Sir Ifaac 
Newton, that I could not omit the Panegyric 
of fo great a man, written by fo mafterly a hand 
as Mr. Fontenelle. The charaCter of either the 
one or the other fingly is enough to recommend 
it. Indeed, the bare recital of Sir Ifaac’s Life 
and Works, is fo great an Encomium upon him, 
that Mr. Fontenelle feems to have thought it 
wanted no other ornaments, and that there was 
no occafion for that agreeable art he has ufed im 
fetting off the characters of other great men. 
I am perfuaded I need make no apology for in~ 
ferting it, though it be pretty long ; efpecially 
feeing it is accompanied with remarks, that to 
{ome may not perhaps appear unneceffary. I 
ought however to acquaint the Reader, that the 
two firft fheets being printed off before I refol- 
ved to publifh this Eloge, is the reafon that he 
will not meet with greater variety in this firft 
Effay, though there be a fheet added extraordi- 
nary ; but I fhall endeavour to make him amends 
in time to come. 

A TA- 
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